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AE Commitzee,of Eſtates Ordains 
' @-; and Aommands this Paper of their | 
Obſetvationr npon the Declaration"of the |- 
enerall «Aſſembly tobe printed and publi- | 
ſpeds Yd do ſeriouſly recommend to, an 
require the Committees of War'm the ſeverall 
Shwes, and the Mhgiſtrates within Burgh | 
to take exatl com;ſe,that with all diligence,af- | 
ter it come totheir hands, it may be read up- 
onthe Lords Day at the Pariſh Kirk doors, | 
in the hearing of-the Priſoners : And that | 
ſome of each Commbiggs nid eM agiſtrates | 
be appointed to ſee wifone © eAnd publiſhed 
at all other places ngedfm}; within their ſeve- | 


all Bounds and FuriſdiHions. - ___ |. 
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Some Os SERV \TLONS gh 
by the Committee of Edntevof Parliament: = 


__ rho DECLARAFIOM of. the GeneralT 4 


WS =: en, & the uf June, I ws 


A - of Eftares, Forfecy of Reh io 
FD) hardy not” been ac = rin, 
$6. nem! Aﬀembly (at pin on bf 
23 forme diſ-affected Perfoy ) Yer the 
| 7, 4 Da: Committee Reſolyes worirth leave 
1 12 C1 Ferſaing of their Duties; 'for Preſey 
| ving tha ray z6cdrding to' the Solemn Ecagite and 
| A 32 Covenant 


XUM 


bo” tz) 


_ Covenant. Bur leaſt by their filence they ſhould ſeem 


ro be ſatiſfyed with the Papers preſented to them b 
the Afﬀ/lembly the laſt day of 'F#ly, Entituled, 
Dzcrarartion, &c. of the ar. of Fly. They 
thought fir to return for the preſent a very few ſhort 
Oz$snxvarTION s thereupon, Tntending to cmir 
z large Narrative of the Reaſons and neceflities of the. 


preſent Engagement of this Kingdom in x War againſt. 


the Sectaries in Exzland, wherein , as they will Vin- 
dicate themſelves from encroaching in any ſort upon 
the-Liberries of the Kirk , Sothey reſolve to aſſert and 
maintain the juſt power of the Civil Magiſtrate againft 
all uſurpation whatſoever: All the Arguments brought 
ro prove the Sinfulneſle and Unlawtulnefle of this En- 
gagement , are reduced in the Afﬀemblies Declaration 
to four Claſſes. 1.. From theſe places of holy Scripture, 
wherein the Wars of Gods people are called Y Pars of the 
Lord , and that all things fipn 'be done tothe Glory of God. 
2. From theſe places, which diſcharge Aſſociation with 
the, Canaanites , 1delaters ,_ and wicked men. .3. Frons 
theſeplites, wheretn we' have the example of the people of 
God ſeeking reparation by Treaty , before they engaged in 4 
Way. 4» From theſe places wherein Breach of Covenant is 
Condemntd for .4 great Siune procuring Nationall Fudge- 
ments. | ".\ 

_ To the firſt, we Anſwer , by ecknowhnngin and be- 
leeving that all che Wars of the People of God , ſhould 
" Bethe Wars of God, undertaken at the Command of 
theſe who hayc lawfull authority! under God , as were. 
the Wars by the command of Hoſes, Foſbna, the 
Fudzes and Kings. of Fudah, And as undertaken by 
Loo from. Gods Vicegerents , So for an hone 


Cauſe, forthe glory of God; Bug whereas itisaſſu- 


med 
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med that this: Engagement is not ſuch; we deny' ie, 
Becauſe it hath the- warrant of lawfull Authoricy, The 


 Eftates of- Parliament, And' the Caule being! honeſt 


ro do a Duty commanded of God to our Prince, God 
is glorified by-doing that Duty , The releeving of our 
King out of Priſon , is a duty, Fobx 18, 36. If my King- 
dom, ſayes our Lord ,- were of this YYorld, then would my 
Servants fight that I ſhould uot be delivered to the Jews, 
Our Lord ſuppones it was a common Duric-, that Sub- 
jeas ſhould fight to -preveen the captivity. of their 
King, Andif a Warre be lawfull ro preveen captivity, 
Is it not lawfull to deliver him from that-baſe capti- 
vity, are we lefſe obliged in dutie to our Native Prince, _ 
then Abraham to his kinſman Lot ? who engaged ina 
Warre for reſcuing him., notwithſtanding: Zot had a(<- 
{ſociated himſelf in Warre with wicked men; The Sode- 
mites, Gen. 14. ? Are weleſie obliged theri David and - 
his aſſociates to their captive wives, whoengaged in 
Warre for their freedom, 1. $49. 30.2 : 
---As forthe duty of honour, -for performance where- 
of we have engaged ourſelves, We belceveiris adu« 
tic commanded by God himfelf inthe fifth Command, 
Pro. 24- 22. IT. Ep. Pet. 2.16. 17. Weare forbidden; 
ro uſe our Chriſtian liberty as a Clock to maliciouſs 
nefſe, for withholding or withdrawing Durtie.” Yea 
Pagans by the light of Nature, reading the law of Na- 
rure , Whichis from the God of Nature, do uſeall ho- 
nour to their Kings, Yea, holy: Sz-muel undoubtedly. 
zealous of Gods Honour , notwithſtanding 'he knew! 
certainly by Divine Revelation, that- God had re- 
jeed Saul, . yet honoured him before rhe People; 


As _ = 
) 


-» Tothe- ſecond /Claſleaf- Arguments ; againſt aſa< 
cixtiops wah:-Malignants,: VWeanſyer, r. Theſe places 
' wherein: —— 20 FghyGdene 
proves nat; the: point, ior were deſtinared to de- 
firuction;;' Paw: 74 3. that Gods People, might have 
that. Countrey promiled of old for their peculiar ha-- 
biation::. We hope none: pretend fuch a warrant:, far 
defir9yiag all who differ in. Religion from-rhem,. Thar 
hitaloge may dwell inthe Land ,, or-if -any be of thar 
judgement,” Lethim ſpeaks outin time; 2./ Ir-would: 
be conficered,. tbat:confidenceandiruſt inthele world- 
ly:helps: ate: forbidden; Did not. the Generally. Aſ- 
{embly! in the year 11: 5 8 5.< ſupplicate;King, Frcs of. 
happy Memory(as is mentioned » the Aſlembly 1642) 
edcomimand:his Ambaflader , then gaingi9 Hrgtlevsd, 
ra.deabwy hihe Queer, that thergwjght be a:bond-of: 
- - Unian-betwixt thent'- and: other *Chriſtian. Princes 
ptofefling ths erye Religion; forthe defence: thereof, 


againſt the perſecutiqn.ot Papiſts j0yned-in League, by 


the-bloady - Decteerot- Treat: + And whio-doubts : 

many of theſe prateſtan- Princes ' were: Dutheriays 3, 
Did- our: fathers. wrong in; taking help from Exgland: 
then uadur Pedlcees.; and ulingane: Service Book, Te 


withibandiche Freech: Perſecution?) 3.' Fhere is a; - 


gredrd. Move ceimoyring with, Stranger idolaters;as, 
the Kings of Frgal txnetimes did, And Subjects abs 
liged! ma common” Dutic | iving under'one King.,: 
4A. Wedeclare:( as may be fee jn our Deglavatian; To 
rhis. Kink jor, and.in. our Anbwetto thePeeitions,at 
Presbyteries and Synods. ):that we: will aſfaciate with, 
gone, but ſuch as.wiltengape themftlyes , wa be tajrh-: 
full inthe Ends of the Covenant , and who.ge (@can« 

'FÞ | - AO not 
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| (3) + 
fot 'be repired' Mationanes, thac is, Popiſh-@nd: Pre3 
hricall, unldffethey be falſe {marker Aad ifarany 
_ _ ons wa falſhood by rtheix-works, in ob- 
wEOony ingthe Ends of the Covenant , we 
pin ke tharthrough Gods. aſfiſtancewe ſhall do 
our urtermoſtendeavoursrto fuppreſſethem. - . 
- Torhethirdzbecaufe there hath beenno: Treaty, Thar 2M 
denied , Becauſe 'our Commiſsioners did 4or. along 
eine repreſent-wrongs, ind ſeek reparation;; as is: men» 


 riohedintheir Papets giveniicotheParliament of:Fmge = 
lard, md approven'inthisPartizment, atld'aMeflenger - 


with-our juſt and neceſfary Demands!, was .fent:to the 
Houſes in 4prillaſt , yer.by the: provalency of SeChunies, 
n6 ſatisfaction iSreturned thereants. ::i | ; 

Tothe fourth Clafle of Arpuntcens; taken frotti the 
Breach of Coyettane-;' We 2rinm char breach of Cove- 
nant is'agreatiſin; and pains/q&edsnorbe takenforpro- 
vingtherwhich nonedeniess 'Butrhat byzhis Engage- 
ment;asici3 Heprefericed'm-our Doclaraion;The Cove- 
nnntisbroketiin all the Articlestheredf ,-Is:more then 
exnbe well proverr: The breach-of the firft -Arricle;; is 
inftanceddy an mdiRion of /threepartivulars, qacre}- 
ling the doGrine of Miniſte:s, the diforderscammared. 
by the'Souliery in time &f-Divine Worſhip ; ahd:the 
notan{wering the' Petitions-of  Presbyrerics-and ! Sy- 
nods; Therefore we'maintain,notthe Dodtrine; Wot. 

nd Government of the @hurcby!: 252] Lon 
2 Tothe x: Hiftance\, we 'tinfwer;: todchor Partiamedit 
nor Conmittecof-Eſtares tnh-quarrelled zany Mini- 
ſters doQrrinie, and 'thonghthey ſhould:quarrebanycinan 
witetly way for {editions doAtine ;ivpbre Ir-gay"breanh 
tt's for we-are not bound tb: —_— 
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ON | (6) | | 
fach dodrine, bur rather to cen{uregecordingto ſeveral 
Laws of this Kingdom the Abetrersthereot, as diſturs *X 
bers of the publique peace 2 Some Miniſters have been 
conveened before us, and challenged for: ſedicious pra- 
chiles; if any quarrell'this , we conceive they break Þ} 
Covenant, .which bindes them.co maintain, and not.o * 
quarrell the undoubred- Priviledges of Parliament, co 
judge by themſelves or their. Depuries, all perſons ia F 
cauſesCivill, or Criminall : /To that, we ſay homore, | 
bur iris, and ſhall be, our hearts deſire,thar all the Mini- © 
ſters of the Land may be alwayes able to ſay as Paul, 
Ait.24 12. They found we not raiſing ap the people neither 
in the Synagogue, nor in the City. - .\ | Ld 

To the ſecond inſtance, We anſwer, Diſorders intime 
of Divine worſhip, are not owned by us: When they . 
- are repreſented to us, andduely inſtructed to have been | 
ſuch; we ſhall, according.to juſtice cenſure them. Diſc 
orders committed by ſome in England,and lately in this | 
' -Kingdom, were never uledasan Argument to.prove the 
unlawfulneſſe of theſe engagements: And we wiſh, + 
there had been the like ſearch in former times, who # 
knowes,, but it might have preveened inſolencies and | 
diſorders at this time 2 \ - =o TS 
Tothe third, we anſwer, We did take pains, and uſed {| 
all lawfull means, to give fatisfaRion to their Deſires: 
It ſeems ſtrange tous, they ſhould be both Petitioners, - 
and Judges of their own Petitions; Yea,ſuppoſe, Thar 
For an uncontroverted-Truth, which is ia_queſtion, ro 
wit, That all your deſires were .juſt : 1f our notgrant- {© 
ingall your defires, infer We maintain notthe Govern 
mentof the-Church : May not we; wich as much reg {| 
fon, in our lenſe,conclude, Thar the lung. of Ge job = 
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"" C89) : 
deſire obths Committee of Eftares,giverinby the Eatl ; 
*1 -of:6lencairp; tor granting ustheiipace bur-of rwo'or 
| - - three dayes;: toipropene ourjuſtexteprions, againſt the 

- proceedings of rhe late Commiſhonof the Kirk, before 
| <hdfithe Aﬀembly ſhould: approve*cheir :proceedings; 
; | rAsalfothe refufing of: that pious and-+ lawkull defire of 
.the Armyfor Miniſters: May we 'noe-conclude, That 
this is nota courſe to maintain the juſt Authoricy.of our 
Civill Government 2 + / 366; 20 
-1 Wee wonder, how:any-can carp atthe limication-to | 
/ maintain Dotetrine, &6c."as it is eſtabliſhed by Law, un- 
leſſe ſome would' have us to maintain ſome innovations - 
. in Dodrine, Worſhip or Government, though nor yer 
.eſtabliſhed by Law : Itappearialſonot;ro conſiſt with 
4 -ordinary charity, to carpe*at our. harmlefle acknow- 
ledgement of che Kings goodnefle in eſtabliſhing the 
Work-of Reformation here:;-yert weiſay far lefſe then 
'hath been acknowledged by the Aſſembly 1 639.intheir 
| :Lercerof thankseg:the Kings Majeſtie. 7 6 ny 
+ '! «Tothe inſtances of breach in'their ſecond Article of . 
q the Covenant: Weanſwer tothe firſt: Thar: the de- 
 Fireof the Queens return can be no breach of the Co- 
| venant, unlefle the Covenant obliged us to remove the 
| Queen;' and onr@ovenant 'diffolves northe Covenant 
of Marriage : Withall Wee wiſh; there may beno grez- 
1]  rerencotragements given to Sectaries to expeR their 
long laboured tor Toleration then Wee have,or ever ſhal 
co either ro the Popiſh or Prelatical party'tohope for 
” #vyour or \connivence from-us td: their-ldolatry'and 
cition 305100 TE 3-96" 01 _— 
| © -Fotheſccond Inſtance for breach of the-fecondAr- 
g Wo <tiole 2: Wexdeſircour Anſwer = che 1. Argument wy 
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!berepeated;;2. Doing of « neceffary and) timeous: duby 
— is 2 duty eccoptable to Gad:who oy | 
-mands it, and will bea mean blefſed of God for encli- .. | 
-ningche Kings: hoart (from the ſenſe of ourloyall En- {| 
deavours) to this :dury for. ſecuring Religion Theſe 
werc:our old Principles accordingto Gods Word from 
the which by his'Grace; We ſhall nor depart, To wir, |- 
Thatas evil may not be done chat good:may come of ir, 
So muſt we not omit neceſſary duties for fear of bad | 
conſ{equents, [This is:in Gods hand and the other is re- 
;rediat our hands : As itis prefident preſumption ro | 
docvilthat good may come of it; So it argues both 
difobedience-to, and diſtruſt of God, xo.omir duties for 
Fear of confequents. The General Aſſembly knows | 
thereis a difference berwixe a conſequent. in.refpe- | 
Qrder of time and of cauſalitie, The Honour and Free- 
doin givenby God to our firſt .Purent 1n the State 'of 
Conacercie 2 AS itwasnotthe Canfe of his:-abuſe of bath 
which followed:in time ; So-rhe ;giving-ot both; was | 
Tree ot: all blame ; 'Befides we have -declared , we :will t 
430c put in-his hands any fuch Power whereby Religion 
or the Covenant may be endangered, x3. p42. Decla- 
- -Torhe branch of the third Article inthe firſt inftance, 
Wenanfwer, Thar breach of Priviledgeof Parliament, 
andprejudicetothe liberty of the SubjeR, ſhould be | 
betknowntolls,yhoare both Parliament men, and | 
Subjects fenfible of ourowa Libertic + We defire it go | 
beconſitered,;-& the Kings Majaſtee ſhould give bs | 
conſent to an Ordinance for Toleration. of US, | 
awouldnotthis geeatly-prejudice Religion? mm fuch acaſe 
ancreanot pood:He had a negative voice*: It ny | * 
"Di own 
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| | .. © Tothie fecond Inftence; we grant the Civil! power is 
{ fubordinarero che good of Religion, and it is agreatifine 
in Kings to do otherwiſe, but if Kings fail in Religion, 
and inall things obey nor:Chrifts:O rdinance;that rthere- 
fore their SabjeRsare not tied ro obedience inthings 
lawfull, Is againſt Scriprure, The practiſe of the Jewi 
Church, -and the Confeſhonsof Faith of all Reformed 
| Churches; 1 62 oft 92 HOOP B89 3S HE 
| - Tothe breach of rchefourth Article, We defire our 
i Anſwerrothe ſcecond Argument be repeated. - | 
Torthe breath of the filth Article in wr, ram Fron- 
| tier Towns in England; We Anſwer;there being ane- 
| ceflitie of engagement m Wet, 2s'we have ſhown; and 
having cettatnly underſtood, thar a party of SeHtaries, 
declared Enemies to Religion,King & Kingdoms, were 
ro ſeize upon theſe Towns, the very law of Nature,that 
in neceffity reacherh ſelf-preſervation,by laying hoſd or 
theſe weapons, wherept Enemies: would make' uſe for' 
our deſtruction, allows it in ſachan exigent: As the 
Kingdomof E2/and hath experience of onr Fidelity 
in rendring up to them the Town of Newcaſte, wheres 
in weſecured ourſelves for a time, in our firft- Expedi-: 
tion: So. we intend and declare, thar after-Religion, 
| King, and Kingdoms are fecured from thatprevalent 
| party of SeQtaries, we ſhall withrhe ſame fidelity,ren- 
| deruptheſe Frontier Towns; what we havedonecon- 
' fiſts well with the large Treaty betwixe the Kingdoms, 
| which we inrend to keep inviolableononr Parts , That 
Treatie was with the Kingdom of -Z»g/a2d, bur nor: 
| » with SeQaries. (Ev b Ye EE EY BLISS BA 4 
"Whereas it is inſinuated, the Parliament of England 
hath offered a Treaty, We anſwer, The Patliamenr and 
OS B 2 we 
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Wee who are authoriſed by them ave onely-Judges; If 
their Anſwer be ſatisfatory ,. And the truet.is; neiher: 
firſt norlaſt have they norWee received any-{atisfadtion 
tothe neceſſary demands ofthis Kingdom. Nor fo: 
muchas a Treaty offered to Usthereupon. . - {c 

.Tothe Breach of the6:b-/ Article: In ouraſfiſting 'or 
defending theſe that arenotin the Covenant,” Andthar 
wewill by chis Engagement ſer our ſelves againſt faith-. 
ful Covenanters in that Kingdom, who wil never Con- 


ſent that the King be brought to or neer Laxdon with 


Honour , Freedom , and Safety. before the / ſecure 
Religion. To the 1, We-Anſwer as before to the 
ſecond Argument. And with all defire it -be con- 
{fidered , That although we - be quarrelled-for affift-: 
ingthole. that have not eaken-the-Covenant; -yet no 
noticeis taken ſo faras we know, in-any Church Ju- 
dicatory of theſe perfidious Country-men, who have 
gone to that Army of Settaries under the Command of 
Laphert. To the fecond We anſwer, We expe berrer 
things of the faithfull-Covenanters-in Zngland , ſeeing 
the Parliament there in 1647. did invite the King ro- 
- come to London with Honour, ' Freedom and Safety, 
which had been performed had they not, been over= 
awed by the Army.: +: + - ' | | | 


To the ſecond inſtance, for Breach of the 6. Article 


We anſwer, Wedivide not from our firſt Principles, 
but proſecute. the ſame Ends of the Govenant, Bare: 
human Aſflertions prove lictle-or nothing, Wee have nor: 


withdrawn from any that adhereto, publick-Principles;' 


Bur if .any walking upon private - principles have 


ſeparate from us, They themſelves know beſt, they went: 


from us becauſe they were not of us, TO ETATE 
| Whereas 
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| Wheinic much-is iſpokent anent the-probabilitic.of: 


lighcarid jodgnaatiianbliginc part:ofrheMiniſters? 
_ condemning this Engagement as 'finfull arid-unlawfulh; 


Wee Ariſwer, .the Argument” is but [humane and 
Populary:and not: from Scripture , unlefſe. your; inv 
fallibilitie could be-demonſtrated; from the- Word. of 
God, Sock-an Argument ,-{tadmitred,>w:lprotd Im- 
plicire Faith, which.if we ſhould give-to the word of 
man,were indeed a'Breach of our Covenant.- 

Ler | us: alſo: offer! ro. your ccntidemaiony out 
thought agent. breach of.! Corenantif vic had: not: _ | 


 gaged, 


1. Are Wee not bound by the 1. Article To adv 
the Reformation: in Religion in the Kingdoms of Eng- 
land and Ireland! '1f we fhould: fits ell; arid; beheld 
Sectries' 'defacing; Religion- that were far: fro he | 
deavouring a Reformation there. 

I I. Are we not obliged by the 24; Article Toendeas 
vour the exritpation -of :Schiſme and Herefie 2 -Butgo 
fold-our hands,and ſleep iniſecurity;while the Evil One 
ſowes rhe Tares, Is this to endeavour the extirpation 2 
No, .it.isto give wayto the rooting and «TP. of 
Errour. 

1 FE In the 3+: Artile we are obliged ro caineia 
the Priviledges of Parliament and Liberties of: the: 
Subjects, as alſo the Kings Perſon, and juſt power in the 
preſervation , 8c. It we fir ſtill, Is not the Parliamene 
overawed by art Army.of Sedtaries? Ando: donothing, 
is a virtuall complying with SeQtaries, and trengthen- 
ing of their hands; Are we not bound accordin; 
tothe explanation in the Aſſembly 1639. to affiſt nn, 
maintain in every caſe, which may concern His Ho- 
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nour? If we do aorhing for His Honous , and" Relicf 
from thar baſeand diffgracetull Imprifonment; Are we: 
rior guilty of Breach of Covemam; and ofthac Dury we _ 


owe to our King by. our Allkegience,, which is not 
weakened but ſtrengthened by the Covenant; as is 


- many times profeſſed m onr Declaradions £ | 
EF FL. In rhe 4% Article. we are obliged rodiſco- 


ver,and bring totrall and puniſhment” Incendiaries, 
Malignants, &c. As Malignants have been puniſhed, 
So, are we not bound to bring Sectaries great hinderers 
of. the'work to condigne puniſhment 2 Our Covenant 


© binds us to endeavour for this. 


V. In the 5th. We are bound to preſerve the Peace 
berwixt the Kingdoms, and to ſer our ſelves againſt 
ohie wiltull oppolers thereof , either ir muſt be avowed 
that che Army of-'SeCtaries is no Enemy to the Peace 
of theſe United Kingdoms , ( which we think none 
willprofeſſe } or it cannot be denied , bur we fail, if we 
oppoſe them nbt by an Engagementim War , Asthe 
Ciurchdoth oppoſe them in their Eccleſiaſtick way. 
- \'YE-Tnrhe 6b: 'We are bound co defend all chat en- 
rer imo:this Covenam, In the purſuing thereof, bur if 
we ſhould lie by, and ſuffer the faithtull Covenanters 
4%. gy ro be {hill borne down by that Army 'of 
SeQaties;, Were notthis« Breach of Covenant 2 Wee 


defire mrs to be conlidered impartially , with- 
—_—— 


e of Self- opinions in judgement , of Self- 
imereſt im:Afﬀociation , which are the two moates that 
hinder cthennderſtanding, to diſcern Truth in the fim- 
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